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Samsung/Google Have you ever noticed that Android on a Samsung phone doesn’t look like Android on a Google Pixel phone? Both use the same operating system, but look completely different. What’s the deal with that? Android Device Manufacturers Love Skins Not all Android devices look the same, but we’re not just talking about the physical
appearance of the hardware. Many manufacturers that produce Android devices use their own custom “skins” to make the operating system look unique. There are a few things you’ll have to understand about Android before we dive into skins specifically. We'll explain what exactly skins are, why manufacturers are allowed to modify Android, and
what it all means for the Android ecosystem as a whole. What Is “Stock” Android? Before we get to the skins, it’s important to understand the OS at its core. Android is an open-source operating system developed by Google. The “open-source” part is what makes Android skins possible. Google makes changes and updates to Android, and then releases
the source code to the Android Open Source Project (AOSP). This original code is what many refer to as “stock” or “vanilla” Android because it’s a very bare-bones version. Android 11 from AOSP. XDA Manufacturers, like Samsung, LG, OnePlus, and others, start with stock Android. However, because Android’s code is open-source, they’re free to
modify it to their liking. If they want to include Google apps and services on their devices, though, they must first meet a few requirements. When a new version of Android is released, it’s up to manufacturers to customize it and send it to their own devices. Google isn’t responsible for updating all Android devices. Stock Android is simply the starting
point on which other companies can build. What Is an Android Skin? An Android skin is most easily described as a modified version of stock Android. Here are some of the most popular Android skins: Samsung One UI Google Pixel UI OnePlus OxygenOS Xiaomi MIUI .G UX HTC Sense Ul There are varying levels of modification when it comes to
Android skins. For example, Google Pixel devices don’t run stock Android, but Google’s user interface (UI) customizations are fairly minimal. Samsung Galaxy devices, on the other hand, run “One UI” and they look quite a bit different than stock Android. Here’s the thing, though: Android skins are really much more than just “skins.” They're all
actually a unique version of the Android operating system. Samsung One UI 2. Samsung Samsung’s One Ul is probably the most widely used Android skin. Everything from the Settings menu and the lock screen, to the notification shade, has been customized in some way. This is the case with most Android skins—the most noticeable customizations
are on the surface. However, skins are more than just aesthetics. Samsung phones have many software features you won’t find on other devices. For example, the Samsung Galaxy Fold has tons of custom features for its folding display. Skins allow a manufacturer to not only customize the look, but also throw in special features to differentiate its
devices. OnePlus OxygenOS 11. OnePlus As we mentioned above, manufacturers must meet certain requirements if they want to include the Google Play Store and other Google services on their devices. Google sets these requirements so Android apps will work consistently across different skins. This is why Android devices that ship with Google
services generally work the same. They might look very different, but, for the most part, everything will be where you expect it to be. This also means if you switch from a Samsung Galaxy phone with One UI to a OnePlus with OxygenOS, all your apps will still work. The main takeaway here is that an Android skin is simply a modified version of the
Android operating system. Still, if an Android device is going to include Google services, those modifications can only go so far. Does an Android Skin Slow Down Updates? Skins are often a subject of debate when it comes to timely updates. Many Android devices don’t receive the latest updates until several months after Google releases them. But are
skins to blame for this problem? Well, kind of. As we explained above, when Google releases an Android update, the company shares the source code with the Android Open Source Project. It’s then up to the device manufacturers to make their custom modifications and send it off to their devices. The Google Pixel Ul. Google Google has an advantage
here, as it makes Pixel devices and the software changes are minimal. It’s easy for Google to send the latest updates to Pixel devices as soon as they’re available. Manufacturers like Samsung, however, have more work to do. More Than Skin Deep Android skins are more than just skins. Try not to think about the Android version number as much as
the version of the “skin” you're using. Perhaps your Samsung device isn’t on the latest version of Android, but there’s a good chance it has the latest version of Samsung’s One Ul. For example, Amazon devices are many Android versions behind, but no one cares. People care more about being on the latest version of Fire OS than the latest version of
Android. It’s helpful to think of One UI, OxygenOS, and other skins in the same way. If you’ll always need the latest Android release as soon as possible, a Google Pixel phone is the way to go. All other devices will always lag behind a bit, but, as we covered above, for most folks, that won’t be a big deal. RELATED: Pixel 5 Review: The Nexus Returns
Even with the rise of online messengers that you can use to chat with someone for free, sending a text message remains one of the fastest ways to reach someone on their phone. What if the text you want to send isn’t urgent, and you intentionally want to postpone sending it? What if you don’t want to forget wishing someone a happy birthday the
next day or need to reach someone in a different time zone and don’t want to wake them up with a text? On Android, there are several ways to schedule a text message to be sent at a later time or date. Learn how to use your native Messages app, Google Messages, or a third-party app to schedule a text message to be sent in the future. How to
Schedule a Text Message on Android in Your Native Messages App So you wrote a text but decided to send it another time. The good news is, you can schedule and send your message later, no matter what Android device you have. However, depending on your model, you’ll either need to use a third-party app to do it or not. For example, if you have
a Samsung phone, you can use your native Messages app called Samsung Messages to schedule your texts. To do that, follow the steps below. Open the Samsung Messages app, find the contact you want to message, and write down your text.Select the arrow icon on the left side of the text, then select the plus icon to reveal additional options. From
the options, select Schedule message. Choose the time and date when you want your message to be sent. Select Done to confirm. To finish scheduling your message, select Send. How to Schedule a Text Message Using Google Messages On many models of Android smartphones, Google Messages is the native Messages app. If that’s the case,
scheduling text messages on Android becomes even easier. To schedule a text message in Google Messages, follow the steps below. Open Google Messages and type your text.Hold down the Send button until the Scheduled send option appears and select it. Pick a date and time when you want the text to be sent. Select Send to confirm. The button
will now display a little clock icon that means your message is scheduled. What to Do if You Can’t Schedule a Text in Google Messages If you opened your native Messages app and didn’t find the Scheduled send option, it could mean one of the two things. Your native Messages app is different from Google Messages, in which case you can simply
download and install Google Messages to make it work. Alternatively, the feature may not have rolled out for you yet. You can either wait for the update to reach you or find Google Messages on the Play Store and join the beta program on the product page. The beta version of the app will include the feature. Use Third-Party Apps to Schedule a Text
Message on Android You can also use a third-party app to be able to schedule your text messages as well as use other workarounds. Use Pulse SMS to Postpone Your Text Messages If you don't like using Google Messages, Pulse SMS is a good alternative. The Pulse SMS logo even looks similar to that of Google Messages. Naturally, the process of
scheduling a text in Pulse SMS mimics Google Messages too. After you download and install the app, open it and select the plus icon in the bottom-right corner of the app. Choose the contact that you want to send a text to. Then, hold down the Send button on the right until you see the option to schedule the text. Select the date and time when you
want your message sent and select OK. Write down your message and select Save. Pulse SMS will send it on a day and time that you chose. Schedule Your Texts Using Do It Later Do It Later sounds like an app for procrastination, but it’s an app for automating your messages. Aside from scheduling your emails and text messages to be sent later, Do
It Later allows you to automatically reply to calls, texts, WhatsApp messages, and even emails. To schedule a text in Do It Later, open the app, select the plus icon in the bottom-right corner of your screen, then choose Message. Next, add the recipient, write down your message and select when you want the app to send it. To confirm, select the tick
icon in the upper-right corner of the screen. Do It Later will take care of the rest for you. Write Down Now, Send Later Writing down a thought when it crosses your mind always helps to remember it later. The same is true for text messages. So write down your message the minute you think about it, and if it doesn’t seem like the right time to send it,
schedule it to be sent later. Do you schedule your texts on Android? Which app do you use for it? Share your experience with postponing texts in the comments section below.
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